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Annual Report

ROTARY CLUBS OF THE LOWER MAINLAND OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
WORLD HELP NETWORK
(Operating as Rotary World Help)

2015 ANNUAL REPORT
AGM AGENDA
Tuesday, April 12th, 2016

1. Call to Order
2. Verification of Quorum
3. Approval of 2014 AGM Minutes, page 10
4. President’s Report, page 12
5. Treasure’s Report – Financials Available Upon Request, page 13
6. Waiver of Auditors for coming year
7. Report of Nominating Committee
8. Election of Directors and Officers for coming year
9. Introduction of Guest Speaker
10. Special Presentation
11. Last, But Not Least! page 14
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Who Are We
Rotary World Help (RWH) is a non-profit, registered
charitable organization that coordinates the shipment of
educational, humanitarian and medical supplies to
countries in need. Established in 1997 by seven Rotary
clubs, RWH is operated by a Board of directors made
up of Rotarians from various member clubs in British
Columbia.

Our packer Brian and helpers in the can

Our mission is to help communities help themselves.
We accomplish this through a coordinated effort to
relocate used equipment and supplies.
What’s
surplus in our country is desperately needed to serve
the healing and educational needs of developing
countries. Our effort is made possible through generous
donations of materials, money, time and transportation.

How We Do What We Do
There’s a wealth of equipment and supplies no longer in use in British Columbia. These
materials can be of great use to foreign countries in need of medical and educational supplies.
Rotary volunteers throughout British Columbia gather, sort, repair, pack, inventory, and
prepare the donated equipment and supplies for shipping. Acting as one central clearinghouse makes the collection of usable materials donor-friendly. Basically, we act as a worldwide recycling depot.
We gather the goods for our shipments from hospitals, health care and educational facilities,
and various community–minded organizations.

Our faithful sorters and packers
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Why We Do What We Do
Hospitals are built but can’t open because they lack beds, supplies and medical equipment. Our
shipments have made it possible for many hospitals around the world to more effectively serve
the people of their community.
We accept medical supplies and equipment ranging from bandages and thermometers to
operating tables and wheelchairs. Many countries have schools but no school supplies.
Classrooms are run without paper to write on and books to learn from. We accept school texts,
writing paper, pens and pencils, educational supplies and equipment.

Our truck purchased with a donation from Aunt Peggy
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History of Rotary World Help
In 1992 District 5040 Rotarians established a Rotary Club in Kiev, Ukraine and when the
Rotarians went to Kiev for the club charter, they saw the state of the medical facilities. The
appalling conditions challenged them to find a way to help. In 1993, the late Ted Segodnia
persuaded fellow members, the late Bill Richwa and Ralph Towsley to become involved.
Together they organized the first shipment of medical supplies and equipment to Kiev and
Ted, Bill and their wives went to Kiev to oversee the distribution of the supplies.
When they returned home, they found more donations waiting and the supplies kept coming.
They managed to convince the Vancouver Rotary Club to carry on the project under their
international service portfolio. By 1997, the project became too big for one club to handle and
Bill and Ralph Towsley realized that if the project was to survive it was time for it to evolve,
and thus the Rotary World Help Network was born. In September of 1997, seven Rotary
Clubs joined together and founded the Network.
In 2011 the name was shortened to Rotary World Help and our new logo and website were
launched.

One of our co-founders, Ralph Towsley. Still out at every loading
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The Story of the Kukuyu Chief and the Chicken Lady
Photos of my meeting a local Kukuyu chief about four hours north of Nairobi way in the country. He had two
shambas and two wives, but was unable to venture between his two farms (and ladies) until Tom Musili (our
Computers for Schools Kenyan contact and container recipient) brought him one of our walkers and showed
him how to use it. We were there that day to take the chief another and pick up the current model for some
repair. He had literally worn out the wheels. First the wife on the shamba we were visiting realized I
represented Rotary World Help where the walker had come from. Nothing would do but I must have the
fattest chicken in the yard. Then the old man twigged and nothing would do but I must have TWO – one for
each thankful wife I guess. You know, often we are broadly aware that our efforts help others but rarely
does it hit us that often our gifts have a truly personal meaning. This was one such time.
Bonnie

The local Kukuyu chief with his walker

Our Chicken Lady
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Membership
By joining the Rotary World Help, Rotary Clubs play a part in every shipment sent by Rotary
World Help and are involved in an organization that connects Rotary Clubs around the world.
Clubs belong to the Rotary World Help by paying annual membership dues of $10 per club
member. Membership fees offset administrative, procurement, and some of the shipping
costs. Being a member helps a club meet District objectives for International Service and
work parties such as pick-ups, sorting and loading shipments are considered a meeting makeup. Throughout the year, hundreds of British Columbian Rotarians and often their spouses
and families work together to help Rotarians in other parts of the world help people in their
communities.

Through Rotary World Help, a member club can sponsor the shipment of a 40-foot container
to a partnering Rotary Club in another country. Rotary Clubs can sponsor a shipment on their
own or partner with one or more local clubs and split the cost of the shipment.

A joint container to Belize by RC Port Moody / RC Surrey Guildford
with club reps Trudy and Charlie putting on the seal
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Member Clubs

Founding Member Clubs - 7



Coquitlam
North Vancouver – Lions Gate
Vancouver




New Westminster
Richmond – Sunrise
Vancouver – Chinatown

West Vancouver

Current Member Clubs - 38


Burnaby
Calgary East
Coquitlam Sunrise
Ladner




Burnaby Deer lake
Coquitlam
Cumberland Centennial



Langley

Langley Central
New Westminster
North Vancouver



Langley Sunrise
New Westminster Royal City
North Delta

North Vancouver Lions Gate
Port Coquitlam Centennial
Powell River



Richmond
Richmond Sunrise
Sechelt



Richmond Steveston
Richmond Sunset



Strathcona Sunrise





Summerside PEI
Terrace



Surrey Guildford
Tsawwassen



Vancouver



Vancouver Arbutus



Vancouver – Chinatown



Vancouver Sunrise



West Vancouver
Whistler Millenium




Whistler
White Rock Peace Arch























Pemberton
Port Moody
Prince George Nechako

8

Our Numbers as of December 31st, 2015
Containers shipped in 2015: 16
Numbers Since Inception
Containers shipped since inception: 339
Estimated value of goods shipped: $115.5 Million
Number of countries shipped to: 59
Estimated number helped: 10,170,000 people
Listing of Countries We’ve Shipped To:
Albania

Costa Rica

Guatemala (6)

Panama (16)

Tonga

Antigua

Cuba (4)

Guyana

Peru (2)

Trinidad and Tobago

Argentina (2)

Dominican Republic (4)

Haiti (4)

Philippines (79)

Uganda (22)

Armenia

East Timor

Honduras (17)

Poland

Ukraine (7)

Belize (2)

Ecuador (2)

Indonesia

Romania (3)

United States (2)

Bolivia (7)

El Salvador (12)

Kenya (19)

Samoa

Uruguay (7)

Brazil (2)

Estonia (7)

Lesotho

Serbia

Venezuela

Cambodia (2)

Fiji

Liberia (2)

Sierra Leone

Vietnam (4)

Chile (20)
Colombia (2)

Georgia
Ghana (5)

Malaysia
Nepal (4)

South Africa (17)
Tajikistan

Zambia
Zimbabwe (12)

Congo (7)

Greece (2)

New Guinea

Tanzania (5)

Cook Islands (4)

Grenada

Nicaragua (2)

Thailand (3)
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MINUTES -- 2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Rotary Clubs of the Lower Mainland of BC World Help Network
Operating as Rotary World Help
April 21, 2015
Clubs Present:

Burnaby
Burnaby Deer Lake
Coquitlam Sunrise
Ladner
Langley
Langley Central
Langley Sunrise
New Westminster
New West Royal City
North Delta

North Vancouver, Lions Gate
Port Coquitlam Centennial
Port Moody
Prince George - Nechako
Richmond
Richmond Sunrise
Sechelt
Superstition Mountain, AZ
Surrey Guildford
Vancouver
Vancouver Arbutus

ISSUES/ITEMS
A.

Welcome:
Bonnie also introduced District 5050 Governor Bill Robson, District 5040 Governor Ken
Wilson, DGN Lyn Stroshin and Past District Governor Sean Hogan. Bonnie welcomed
the guests including many from the Philippines.

B.

Quorum:
Ralph Towsley reported that there was a quorum and that the AGM for the Rotary Clubs of the
Lower Mainland of BC World Help Network could be conducted.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

C.

The number of attendees was: 57
Paid attendees: 56
Member Clubs in attendance: 20
Proxies submitted and used: 0
Guests 19
Quorum count: 20

Minutes of 2015 AGM for the Year Ending December 31, 2014:
Dan Gallant moved and Elena Agala seconded that the minutes of the 2014 AGM (for the year
ending December 31, 2013) be approved as circulated. Motion
carried.

D.

President’s Report – Bonnie Sutherland:
On behalf of the Board of Directors, President Bonnie Sutherland, presented the President’s
Report on activities of the Society for the year ending December 31, 2014. A copy of the
report is shown on page 3 of the 2014 Annual Report.

E.

Financial Statements – David Truman:
David Truman, Treasurer, presented the financial statements for the year ended
December 31, 2014. Moved by Brian Cox and seconded by Aldo Brussoni that the
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Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2014 be approved as circulated.
Motion carried.
F.

Auditors to be Waived:
Moved by Patricia Sibley and seconded by Brian Cox that the appointment of an Auditor be
waived. Motion carried.

G.

Nomination Committee – Wayne Crossen:
As Chair of the Nomination Committee, Wayne Crossen, reported that the following people
have been nominated for election to the Board of the Society:
President: ............................................................................................. Bonnie Sutherland
Vice President, Shipping: ............................................................................ Aldo Brussoni
Secretary: ................................................................................................... D’Arcy Warner
Treasurer: .................................................................................................... David Truman
Past President: ......................................................................................... Wayne Crossen
Director, Transportation of Goods: ................................................................. Dan Gallant
Director, Warehouse: .............................................................................George Sandwith
Director: .......................................................................................................... Ann Hulbert
Director: .............................................................................................. Michael Woolnough
Director: ....................................................................................................... Janice Froese
Director: ................................................................................................... Jim McGrandles
Director: ..........................................................................................................Steve Gable
Director, Northern Clubs: ............................................................................... William Osei
The Chair invited any other nominations from the floor (three times). Hearing none, DG Bill
Robson moved and Steve Gable seconded that the above people be elected (as indicated
above) to hold office in the Society until their successors are appointed or elected. Motion
carried.

H.

Adjournment of AGM:
Since there was no other business to come before this AGM, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:45 pm.

I.

Presentations – Mayor and RD 3860 PAG Nila Montero:
1.

Elena Agala introduced the delegation from the Philippines. Mayor and Past
Rotary District 3860 Assistant Governor Nila Montero spoke about the benefits of
the RWH shipments. She spoke about her community and invited Rotarians to
visit. She made special presentations to Rotary World Help and to Rotarian Elena
Agala.

2.

PDG Sean Hogan Returned to Kenya in January 2015. While in Kenya he visited
a couple of projects including a new innovative literacy project. The literacy
project uses a chrome book and a server. The server is a tiny box that contains
educational material (such as Wikipedia, videos, tutorials and much more) for preschool to post-grad students. He tested the prototype in 4 remote schools.
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2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Rotary World Help will reach its twentieth year in 2017 – not so far away.

I remember when we

loaded our three hundredth container in September 2013 – a huge milestone – and now we are
approaching 350.

Medical equipment continues to form the backbone of our container content

with a smaller, but appreciated component of educational resources added to many shipments
when appropriate.

And these goods, once distributed, usually by Rotary clubs or local non-

profits, have transformed so many communities around the world for the better.

Hospitals finally

have proper operating rooms, ultrasound machines, and wards with suitable hospital beds.
Proper dental chairs with accompanying fixtures replace old webbed lawn chairs with wooden
seats, the material having disintegrated long ago. Dusty, rural clinics become efficient centres of
medical care. And schools begin to function as they were meant to do: with libraries, and
technology to facilitate student learning.

But to truly understand the impact of RWH, one actually

has to see the transformation for oneself. I had that privilege in January this year when I visited
Liki Special Needs School in Kenya.

In the Developing World special needs children receive

very little support, yet their needs are great.

More than 100 children, all with severe disabilities

(cerebral palsy, encephalitis, autism) live in this residential facility for 11 months of the year.
Most are incontinent, physically challenged, and trapped by bodies and minds that have let them
down. We sent a variety of useful equipment: wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower chairs,
and something the school has never had before: proper hospital beds with heavy duty mattresses
that can be sterilized.

The matron in charge of the children’s welfare could not thank me enough.

“We have never had such beds before,” she said.

All this takes place because our volunteers from clubs in District 5040 and 5050 continue to help
others around the world in practical ways that impact both health and education.

Our RWH

volunteers are true humanitarians; they pick-up product, work the warehouse, box, load, and deal
with the myriad of organizational challenges that characterize all charities – all for the greater
good. Over ten million lives have been made better: that is a special legacy. It has been an
honour to be your president.

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Sutherland
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Financial Statement – Available Upon Request
2015 Board of Directors and Officers
CLUB
Director /
President

Bonnie Sutherland

North Delta

Director / Vice
President
Shipping

Aldo Brussoni

Vancouver

Director /
Treasurer

David Truman

Langley

Director /
Secretary

D’Arcy Warner

Vancouver

Director / Past
President

Wayne Crossen

Langley Central

Director

Janice Froese

Burnaby Deer Lake

Director

Dan Gallant

Port Moody

Director

Michael Woolnough

Vancouver

Director –
Northern Clubs

William Osei

Prince George Nechako

Director

Steve Gable

Superstition Mountain, Arizona

Director

Ann Hulbert

Port Moody

Director

George Sandwith

New Westminster

Director

Jim McGrandles

Port Moody
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Last, But Not Least!








All our club members
All our volunteers
Our Directors
Our Officers
Our Spouses
Mel & Pat
And a special thank you to Ralph Towsley,
one of our co-founders

We couldn’t do it without all of you!
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